
Basic and Easy Nativity Costumes to have Great Fun Making! 

Mary: A blue tunic and a white or blue scarf/veil/shawl around head. 

Joseph: Browns/beige. 

Shepherds: Tunic: vertical stripes/rough beige/brown. Sheepskin coat inside out. Walking 

stick and lamb size soft-toy sheep. Cut a piece of cloth about 1 meter wide and 6 ft long to 

use as adult head gear/drape/shawl.  Use a strip of cloth as headband to hold it on. Cord or 

long piece of cloth to go around waist. For children raid the kitchen for tea towels for use as 

a head cover. 

Angels: Tunic: White. Use part of old sheet or a cassock. Tinsel around head/waist.   

Star: Made from cardboard and covered in aluminium foil. 

Kings: Heavy silk look pyjamas, or Tunic. Rich purple and bright colours. Turban, crown or 

rich head covering. It is amazing what can be converted from your family wardrobe! 

King’s Crown: made from cardboard covered in golden wrapping paper or tin foil. Red / 

yellow jewels made from bright paper cut from a magazine or from wrapping paper. 

King’s Gifts, Gold Frankincense and Myrrh: Chocolate coins in open casket. Box covered in 

bright golden paper. Brass items polished! Small bells attached help make atmosphere of 

camels’ arrival with kings. 

To make tunics: 

Measure from top of ankle to neck. You will need double this length of cloth to do front and 

back. 

Fold the cloth lengthwise in two to form front and back, good-side inwards.  Sew ¾ way up 

from the ankle to below arm. Turn right way out and iron seam. Then cut a slot at top for 

head. You now have a very adequate and wonderful tunic! 

For sheep: Sheepskin rugs/ coat over person’s bent back. Hold stubby sticks for front legs. 

For Donkey: Grey oblong of cloth over person’s bent back, tail attached. Headpiece. 

For Oxen: As donkey but brown. (Or make a drape with donkey and Oxen painted onto it to 

hang in the shelter/garage/stable.)  

Finding stuff: 

Charity shops are full of suitable sheets/bedcovers/old sheepskin jackets /suitable stuff to 

cut up or re-use!  

Make the Play Fun to Produce! 


