The Wayfarers Lantern; a Welcome for Christ.

The legend and tradition of the Wayfaring Lantern is a most thought-provoking
activity for Christmas Eve. A lantern (or candle placed safely in a jar) is lit and
placed on the doorstep at dusk, and a prayer of welcome is said to the Holy
Family. The lantern shines on through the night, being a sign to the Holy Family,
that should they pass by in search of lodgings, that they would be welcome within
the home.

It is however also a confirmation that we are ready to welcome those that Christ
may choose to send to us during the coming year, those who are marginalised and
in trouble, those who need a helping hand through life’s challenges and hurts.
Those who just need someone to speak to, to hear their story.

Again, at the end of each year, as we light the Wayfaring Lantern to welcome
Christmas Eve once more, it is equally a moment to ponder over the previous year
and how we have lived it. And we can hope that in some small way, even just by
listening, we have maybe made life easier for someone and their load lighter.
That, in a critical situation, someone has found warmth and understanding and
onward support.

It is not usually large actions that make a difference, but rather those small and
often repetitive actions of goodwill and kindness, of encouraging others and raising
hopes where confidence has failed.

At Crown of Thorns we continue our support of chaplains with items for their work
with prisoners, seafarers and hospital patients and visitors. Small actions that
support their work and make a big difference to those that they encounter. Thank
you, to all who assist this work and make it possible. Together we make a
difference.
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